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TO: MAYOR AND COUNCIL
FROM: Edward D. Garza, Council Member, District 7

COPIES TO: City Manager; City Attorney; Assistants to Mayor and Council; City Clerk;
File

SUBIJECT: AGENDA ITEM FOR COUNCIL MEETING OF JULY 27, 2000
A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE IRRIGATION TECHNOLOGY CENTER
OF THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM

DATE: July 10, 2000

1 respectfully request council concurrence directing staff to place on the City Council
meeting agenda of July 27, 2000, a resolution in support of the concept of establishing the
Irrigation Technology Center (ITC) in the City of San Antonio. As a member of the Imc
Advisory Committee, I also request support of the ITC Development Plan (see attachment).
Furthermore, it is requested that the San Antonio Water System become a partner in the
partial financing of the Development Plan.

The ITC vision is to establish a world class, state-of-the-art facility for education, testing and
applied research, to promote efficient irrigation, water conservation, proftitable agricultural
production, and quality urban landscapes.

The ITC will consist of four major divisions: Urban Programs Division, Agricultural Programs
Division, Testing and Certification Division, Wastewater Reuse Division and International
Division. The four primary missions would be to develop design and performance standards
for agricultural and landscape irrigation systems; establish an equipment testing and
certification program; provide training and educational services for irrigators, agency and
industry personnel; and develop new and improved irrigation technologies, methods and
management practices.

Water is our most important resource. Agricultural irrigation uses 65% of the total
freshwater consumed annually in Texas. Landscape irrigation accounts for 20-40% of all
municipal freshwater consumed annually. Clearly, the establishment of an irrigation
technology center would bring significant water savings to our region and help meet the
need and use of freshwater by future population growth and industrial development.

Your consideration will be appreciated.
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